“When Christ is our passion”
(Fundamentals of loving Christ)
1. When Christ Jesus is our passion people become lost souls not just names on a prospect list. – It is sometimes easy to view people through human eyes and for self-beneficial reasons.  Christ likeness demands that we see rich and poor, good and bad, all in need of redemption.  People are made in the image and likeness of God, and thus are loved by Him (Luke 15:6).

2. When Christ Jesus is our passion God’s Word becomes the Book of great interest and study.- In John chapter one, Jesus is the Word.  As such, the written Word points us to Christ.  The passionate Christian will seek out Christ on every page of the Bible.  As one old preacher said, “Cut the Bible at any place and it bleeds.”  Christ and his redemptive work, can be seen in type throughout the Bible, whether it is the seed of the woman (Genesis) a serpent on a pole (Numbers), Rock in the desert (1 Corinthians 10). 

3. When Christ Jesus is our passion, the “prayer closet” will be the most frequently used and loved place of the house. – Jesus was always praying. Our pattern should be the same. The more devoted we are to Christ, the more we should want to meet him … on our knees (Phil. 4:6; Eph 6:18).

4. When Christ Jesus is our passion, we weep over the things that make him weep, namely unbelief in the Son. – Being like Christ means allowing ourselves to have the same affections that he had. To be bothered by the same conditions. To rejoice in the same joys.  Where there is no weeping over sin … there is no Christ likeness (Romans 12:15). 

5. When Christ Jesus is our passion, Heaven, and the Father are more longed for every day. – Jesus loved talking to his Heavenly Father.  Children should like talking to their parents.  There is a familial bond that unites us with Heaven for like Jesus we too are to pray “Abba Father.”

6. When Christ Jesus is our passion, we daily look for, and see Him in the created world around us.  – The Heaven declare the glory of God.  In Colossians, the Apostle Paul reminds us that it was Christ who made all things and holds them together.  Paul reminded the Athenians that it was Christ who to them was “the unknown God.” His glory could be seen all around them if they “might feel after him.” In Christ we live and move and have our being. We should look for his hand in all of life (Acts 17:28).

7. When Christ Jesus is our passion, our voice is uplifted to sing his praises. – How can one help but sing the praises of the One who redeemed us from the errors and destructiveness of sin (Hebrews 2:12; Romans 15:11)

8. When Christ Jesus is our passion, we bear our cross with grace and gladness, as he did. – To be like Christ demands that we face the challenges and trials of live in like manner as the Savior. This will mean taking up our cross daily and following Him.

9. When Christ Jesus is our passion, we fight the good fight - We will finish the race, because we know we are going to see him at the finish line (Hebrews 8:1-2).

10. When Christ Jesus is our passion, we forgive others, as he forgave us. – Forgiveness is the essence of Christianity.  Without forgiveness there is no redemption.  We forgive others because Christ did so much to forgive us (Luke 11:4).

11. When Christ Jesus is our passion, we love others, including those that hurt us. – Christians are not sadists, but we can love those who hurt us.  We remember that we nailed Christ to Calvary’s tree.  If Christ loved us, then we should love one another (John 13:34).

12. When Christ Jesus is our passion we delight in meekness. -  One cannot know Christ and not understand that meekness is essential for one to obtain eternal salvation. One cannot be saved unless in meekness there is an agony over personal sin and a humbleness that prompt us to pray “God me merciful to me a sinner (Ephesians 4:2; Colossians 3:12).)

13. When Christ Jesus is our passion, Holiness becomes a lifestyle and a quest. God is Holy, and to know him is to understand the purity of his character, and to want a measure of it ourselves. It is not enough that we have holiness imputed to us through the work of Christ. This comes through no righteousness of our own. But as believers who have been born-again by the Holy Spirit, we will want to in a practical and daily manner “perfect holiness in the fear of God.”

